
 
 
 
Intervention on provisional agenda item 10.1 Substandard/spurious/falsely-
labelled/falsified/counterfeit medical products 
Speaker: Mr Luc Besançon, from The International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP) 

Honourable Members of the Executive Board, 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on behalf of the World Medical Association, International 

Council of Nurses, International Pharmaceutical Federation, World Confederation for Physical 

Therapy and World Dental Federation, which together form the World Health Professions Alliance 

(WHPA). The Alliance represents national associations in more than 150 countries, and the collective 

views of more than 25 million health professionals. 

We would like to congratulate the Secretariat for the preparatory documents for the first meeting of 

the Member State mechanism and for the highlights of the public health oriented activities 

supported by WHO on this issue as described in document A/MSM/INF.1/1. 

It clearly demonstrates that not only is the issue of SSFFC medical products within the scope of WHO 

but also that it is and should be considered primarily from the public health perspective. 

We welcome the first initiative decided by the Member State mechanism, that is to say the 

identification of actions, activities and behaviours that result in SSFFC medical products. As 

mentioned in points five and six of Appendix 1, we welcome the opportunity to collaborate with the 

Secretariat in providing additional data and technical assistance on this work, while being committed 

to adhere to the WHO’s policy and practices concerning disclosure of possible conflicts of interest.   

We also note the work plan included as Appendix 2 and we believe that the Member state 

mechanism activities could strongly benefit from the healthcare professionals’ engagement through 

WHPA, primarily for activities listed under points 3a, 3b, 4, 5a, 5b, 6a, 6b, 6c, 6h and 8. 

We hope that the Member State mechanism will consider the support and the engagement of 

stakeholders such as the WHPA and will not hesitate to use the provisions in its governance to allow 

their participation in relevant activities. 

I thank you for your attention 

 


